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Course
Objectives

The Course is designed to give an overview of the status of human rights in India. The first unit discusses the evolution of
the concept of rights, duties and human welfare in the Indian context; the second unit discusses constitutional framework
on human rights, the third unit is about institutional safeguards to human rights; the fourth unit elaborates on why human
rights remain difficult to enforce; the fifth unit discusses the factors behind human rights violations in India.

Learning
Outcomes

The students will gain a sound understanding of the human rights situation in India. They will also become aware of the
constitutional and institutional safeguards available in the case of human rights violations.



Syllabus

Unit I Concept of Human Welfare, Rights and Duties in Indian Tradition
Rights and Civil Liberties: Influence of Social Movements of the 19th and 20th Centuries, Legacies of the Freedom
Struggle.

(18 Hours)

Unit II Constituent Assembly Debates on Fundamental Rights;
Fundamental Rights: Problem of Defining Reasonable Restrictions on Fundamental Rights;
Fundamental Duties of the State and Citizens: Problem of Implementing Duties.

(16 Hours)

Unit III Enforcement of Human Rights: Judiciary: Article 32(Supreme Court), Article 226(High Court), Public Interest
Litigation;
National Specialized Agencies: Law Commission, Women’s Commission, Human Rights Commission

(16 Hours)

Unit IV Problems of Enforcement:
Abuse of Executive Power: Police and Human Rights;
Special Laws Violative of Human Rights: TADA, POTA, National Security Act, Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act
etc.
Emergency Provisions
Lack of Accountability and Transparency in Government Functioning and the Right to Information

(20 Hours)

Unit V Human Rights violations: Indian State;
Indian Society: social inequalities;
Human Rights violations in private domain: within the family, by dominant castes, religious groups etc;
Basis of social, cultural, political and economic discrimination;
Unequal Access to natural Resources; Impact of development Policies on Human Rights;

(20 Hours)
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